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Welcome, Péter Magyar: Hungary's
new leader joins Zelensky as a
target of disinformation In the
second quarter of 2026

Grok's automatic translation in X expands the reach of disinformation

Introduction and Key Findings

This report compiles the results of monitoring conducted between April 1 and June 30, 2026, as part of
the ATAFIMI project, which aims to identify and analyze incidents of information manipulation and
interference (FIMI) originating from Russia in various countries and languages. The monitoring covers the
following participating countries: Spain, Ukraine, Lithuania, Georgia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Serbia,

Argentina, Colombia, Mexico, and Venezuela.

Key findings

e Hungary’s new prime minister, Péter Magyar, was one of the main targets of disinformation
during the period, in the context of the elections held in April 2026. President Zelensky and his
wife, Olena Zelenska, were also targeted by smear campaigns, including false claims about
Olena Zelenska’s alleged flight from Ukraine or her imminent arrest.

e Events such as hantavirus cases and the ongoing war in Iran were exploited to promote
various forms of disinformation, particularly regarding Russia’s role in the conflict.

e Disinformation was observed adapting to local contexts and audiences in countries such as
Lithuania, Bosnia, and Mexico through the use of issues or actors relevant to each national
setting.

e The new automatic translation feature implemented by Grok on X appears to have contributed
to expanding the reach of disinformation by facilitating the spread of narratives to regions
where they had not previously been detected.
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https://fundacionmaldita.es/es/news/periodismo-e-investigacion/malditaes-y-otros-diez-verificadores-continuan-con-la-segunda-parte-de-atafimi-un-proyecto-para-analizar-campanas-de-desinformacion-transfronterizas
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Cross-border narratives

Russia and the War in Iran

The conflict involving Iran, the United States, and Israel was exploited to spread disinformation about Russia’s
role. Such content was detected in several of the countries monitored and went highly viral across different
platforms. These messages portrayed Russia as a decisive actor supporting Iran through false claims
about the deployment of weapons, troops, or strategic capabilities, thereby distorting verified information

about military cooperation between the two countries.

In Bosnia, a video published by an account with more than 95,000 followers claimed that Russia was assisting
Iran with nuclear weapons. In Spain, an Al-generated YouTube video alleged that Iran was receiving
“devastating” weaponry from Russia, while in Argentina, a TikTok video with more than 8,000 likes purportedly
showed Russian troops arriving in Syria to fight Israel. Content explicitly related to the blockade of the Strait of
Hormuz was also detected. A verified parody account of Vladimir Putin on X posted a fabricated quote “Don’t
you dare touch the Strait of Hormuz” which garnered nearly six million views, with proposed Community Notes
that were not visible. In Georgia, an out-of-context video circulated falsely claiming that Russia had deployed
more than 25 warships to the Strait of Hormuz in support of Iran.
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https://web.archive.org/web/20260427124605/https://www.facebook.com/reel/27029159363391531
https://web.archive.org/web/20260728115030/https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6RC6MMHldhk
https://archive.ph/wU7Qc
https://archive.is/icVqp
https://mythdetector.com/en/25-warships-to-hormuz-to-assist-iran/
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Hantavirus Outbreak

The situation involving hantavirus was exploited to fuel narratives about an alleged health crisis within the
Ukrainian armed forces. Russian media outlets such as RT circulated claims that a “massive outbreak” had
occurred among Ukrainian military personnel. Meanwhile, a separate message circulated in Georgia claiming

that the emergency had been staged, a common metanarrative in Russian disinformation campaigns. Across

just three Facebook posts, this claim accumulated more than 10,000 likes.
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Disinformation targets

Péter Magyar

In April 2026, during the monitoring period covered by this report, parliamentary elections were held in
Hungary. Viktor Orban, whose policies were often alighed with the Kremlin’s interests, was replaced after 16
years in power when voters elected Péter Magyar of the TISZA party. Magyar was the target of multiple
disinformation campaigns aimed both at discrediting his personal image and at misrepresenting his political

positions.
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https://archive.is/T99mO
https://perma.cc/474W-KX4W?type=standard
https://megalodon.jp/2026-0710-1912-58/https://www.facebook.com:443/vadik.vasiljev/posts/pfbid09yRN2ks8RzhATeNsLgPdS39FomEjaXKd6ofNNhxB1cgQBZP3HV5S9d7ZRqg3o513l
https://megalodon.jp/2026-0710-1912-00/https://www.facebook.com:443/groups/2094194817507689/posts/4286036864990129/
https://perma.cc/474W-KX4W?type=standard
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One of the most widely circulated narratives claimed that his ex-wife accused him in a book of abusing children
and animals, even though she herself clarified that no such book exists. A Russian-language post containing

this claim reached one million views, partly boosted by X’s automatic translation feature, while another post in
Spanish also surpassed one million impressions. This message form rt of th rm-1516 infl

campaign, which sought to discredit Magyar while he was still a candidate.

Content was also detected in Lithuania and Spain claiming that Magyar is Jewish, when he is in fact Catholic,
using photographs taken during his visit to a synagogue. Disinformation about his relationships with the
European Union and Russia was also spread through a video circulated in Lithuania and Georgia that falsely
attributed an attack on Ursula von der Leyen to him in the European Parliament. On TikTok, a post featuring
this video received 17,700 likes. In reality, the video used an authentic speech delivered in 2024 but added a
falsified translation: Magyar was criticizing Viktor Orban’s government and did not mention the President of the

European Commission at any point.

In Serbia, claims circulated that the candidate had changed his surname before the elections. Finally,

manipulated claims about his migration policies circulated in Georgia, distorting genuine statements to

suggest that he would expel Ukrainian citizens and third-country nationals already living in Hungary. Other
claims attributed statements to him that he never made, including an alleged promise to free Hungary from the

influence of the United States and Israel.
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https://tenykerdes.afp.com/doc.afp.com.A7G82WH
https://archive.ph/eiCOw
https://archive.is/91s5y
https://archive.is/91s5y
https://open.clemson.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1010&context=mfh_reports
https://open.clemson.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1010&context=mfh_reports
https://www.delfi.lt/news/melo-detektorius/manipuliacija/peterio-magyaro-nuotrauka-su-kipa-neirodo-jo-tikejimo-120241031
https://archive.ph/8zZ7y
https://archive.ph/PBLnd
https://mvau.lt/media/8942a51f-6af5-4481-9b30-62bb8cf662a8
https://vault.factcheckinsights.org/media/b2f5558e-e423-4f7a-bd39-29f7533745d0
https://mythdetector.com/en/peter-magyar-on-immigration-policy/
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LGBTQ+ Community

The LGBTQ+ community continued to be a recurring target, particularly in Eastern European countries such

as Georgia, Ukraine, and Lithuania, reinforcing conservative narratives aligned with Kremlin propaganda.

Among the content identified was a claim made by Russian television presenter Dmitry Kiselyov about an
alleged meeting between Zelensky and “military personnel of non-traditional orientation,” during which the
Ukrainian president supposedly stated that he identified with them. No such meeting ever took place. An
out-of-context video of a wedding between a same-sex couple was also identified. It was shared as though it
had taken place in Ukraine by a Telegram channel with more than 29,000 subscribers and was subsequently
reposted in several Facebook publications. In Georgia, an Al-generated image circulated showing a father
preventing a transgender person from entering a women’s restroom. Just two Instagram posts featuring this

image accumulated nearly 75,000 likes and more than 1,500 comments.
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Olena Zelenska and Volodymyr Zelensky

Olena Zelenska, the wife of the Ukrainian president, was one of the targets of disinformation during this period.
On May 17, several Russian propaganda outlets circulated the claim that Olena Zelenska was about to be
arrested by Ukraine’s anti-corruption agencies, citing as their sole source alleged information provided by
Russian security services. Following the initial publication, the narrative was amplified by accounts in other
countries and in different languages. In total, content containing this claim was detected in at least six of the
countries monitored. Related messages also falsely claimed that Zelenska had left Ukraine to avoid her

alleged arrest, reinforcing the narrative of corruption and institutional decay in Ukraine.



https://www.stopfake.org/uk/fejk-dmitra-kiselova-zelenskij-proviv-zustrich-iz-vijskovimi-netraditsijnoyi-oriyentatsiyi/
https://archive.is/6bBtX
https://mythdetector.com/en/transgender-person-prevented-from-entering/
https://perma.cc/FUC3-XZ2T
https://perma.cc/SQ7D-QXCA
https://x.com/EUvsDisinfo/status/2056408269170602120
https://mvau.lt/media/922aa70c-f044-4a03-a88b-e37a67d6a4f9
https://perma.cc/BEK9-C9NJ
https://www.delfi.lt/news/melo-detektorius/melas/plinta-melas-apie-zelenskos-pabegima-is-ukrainos-120257292
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Two of the false claims detected across several of the countries monitored reinforced recurring narratives
aimed at discrediting Volodymyr Zelensky. The first sought to portray the Ukrainian president as a liar through
a manipulated video of one of his speeches. The video was detected in Spain, Argentina, Mexico, Lithuania,
Georgia, and Venezuela. On X, it was shared in more than 175 posts in different languages. One of these posts
received more than 20,000 likes and, despite being written in Russian, the automatic translation feature
introduced by Grok on X in late April facilitated its spread among users who spoke other languages, as

reflected in the comments.

The second claim reinforced the narrative that Zelensky lacks respect and recognition internationally. To
support this narrative, a manipulated video was circulated in which King Carl XVI Gustaf of Sweden allegedly
refused to shake hands with the Ukrainian president. This content was detected in Georgia, Serbia, Spain,
Lithuania, Mexico, and Argentina. One post, published as a YouTube Short by an account dedicated to
cryptocurrency content, reached 1.1 million views, received more than 7,700 likes, and generated nearly 500
comments. The same video also circulated on Facebook and Instagram, where it received approximately

1,300 likes on each platform.
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https://archive.ph/Iucyh
https://mvau.lt/media/5f0052d9-460f-4305-9b9a-bdcb54129378
https://mvau.lt/media/2f28b688-5733-41f5-9757-21f665bb1c31
https://archive.is/76PwW
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Country by country trends

Europe

Bosnia and Herzegovina

In Bosnia and Herzegovina, targeted narratives were identified that sought to question both the legitimacy of
international institutions and the country’s security. One such narrative claimed, following the announcement
of Christian Schmidt’s resignation as the United Nations High Representative in the country, that he had

illegally occupied the position because he had not been appointed by the Security Council, even though it is

not a requirement. This narrative, which had previously been debunked, was shared by Russian news

agencies and amplified by regional media outlets. At the same time, conspiracy claims circulated alleging that

migrants were being transferred to Bosnia and Herzegovina by Russia for malicious purposes, such as

carrying out military or terrorist attacks.

Serbia

Messages concerning the role of European allies in financing and providing economic support to Ukraine were
particularly prominent. These included posts falsely claiming that Zelensky had suggested that European
Union pensioners donate money to the Olena Zelenska Foundation, or that Germany had demanded that
Ukraine repay €79 billion in previously granted aid, in addition to compensation for the damage caused to the

Nord Stream pipeline. The latter claim, which received more than 3.000 likes on Facebook, resembled other

content detected in countries such as Lithuania, in which various European countries were allegedly

demanding that Ukraine repay the aid it had received.

Georgia
In addition to the previously mentioned content falsely claiming that the hantavirus crisis had been staged,
messages also circulated in Georgia on social media and through media outlets within the Russian

information ecosystem alleging that the attack on the Kyiv Pechersk Lavra had also been fabricated. These
posts used Al-generated images and received more than 1,600 likes, reinforcing the narrative that Ukraine

invents incidents to create propaganda.

At the same time, a photograph of Polish President Karol Nawrocki went viral alongside false claims that he
had apologized to Russia, on behalf of the Polish people, for his critical remarks. The posts also claimed that

Nawrocki had said he understood the reasons behind the war in Ukraine.
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https://raskrinkavanje.ba/analiza/dezinformacije-o-schmidtu-na-sputniku-vijece-sigurnosti-un-a-ne-imenuje-visoke-predstavnike-niti-prihvaca-njihove-ostavke
https://raskrinkavanje.ba/analiza/dezinformacije-o-schmidtu-na-sputniku-vijece-sigurnosti-un-a-ne-imenuje-visoke-predstavnike-niti-prihvaca-njihove-ostavke
https://perma.cc/N4R2-TXA8
https://perma.cc/N4R2-TXA8
https://mvau.lt/media/a7e08e49-6b72-4006-aebc-c0bd9eb489a9
https://raskrinkavanje.ba/analiza/prica-o-ruskom-uvozu-migranata-u-bi-h-kao-opravdanje-za-negativnu-kampanju-antimigranta
https://web.archive.org/web/20260619074444/https://www.facebook.com/login/?next=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fphoto%2F%3Ffbid%3D1018480227321353%26set%3Da.109648598204525
https://web.archive.org/web/20260430104305/https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=122118212535242749&set=a.122100636615242749
https://web.archive.org/web/20260327130122/https://www.facebook.com/plugins/post.php?href=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Finessa.filatova.10%2Fposts%2Fpfbid0XEZacWCZXBLrUaGre4tVVyT8pwYzT6oeifVAcCZBJcp1xYKJuR7meP5rXhJ1qX2ml
https://web.archive.org/web/20260327130122/https://www.facebook.com/plugins/post.php?href=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Finessa.filatova.10%2Fposts%2Fpfbid0XEZacWCZXBLrUaGre4tVVyT8pwYzT6oeifVAcCZBJcp1xYKJuR7meP5rXhJ1qX2ml
https://mythdetector.com/en/manipulatively-linked-to-hantavirus/
https://archive.is/yL0iM
https://archive.is/yL0iM
https://edition.cnn.com/2026/06/14/europe/kyiv-pechersk-lavra-monastery-fire-russian-attack-intl-hnk
https://mythdetector.com/en/kyiv-pechersk-lavra-was-staged/
https://megalodon.jp/2026-0710-1833-56/https://www.facebook.com:443/tatiana.dovnar.529663/posts/pfbid07P2XALKkQBM2xEzc5SMafMwqy9vSvLrLkT8G6iJZibqmJzx4cmBVFGWi3BYCUq3Kl
https://perma.cc/Z9WZ-DYCY
https://mythdetector.com/en/did-president-of-poland-karol-nawrocki/
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Lithuania
In Lithuania, prominent narratives focused on the country’s alleged loss of sovereignty and the idea that it was
deliberately provoking Russia. Following Ursula von der Leyen’s visit to Lithuania and the measures

announced there, pro-Russian figures claimed that the European Union was ordering Lithuania to provoke a

war with Russia. Similarly, a news report about the deployment of Ukrainian military experts to the Baltic states
and Romania to advise on responses to drone threats was distorted to claim that Ukraine would coordinate

drone attacks against Russia from the Baltic states.

Statements by Lithuanian Foreign Minister Kestutis Budrys regarding NATO’s ability to eliminate Russian

missile bases in Kaliningrad were also manipulated on platforms such as Facebook, where the posts received

more than 800 likes. They were presented as a call by Lithuania for NATO to attack the region.

Ukraine
In Ukraine, narratives portraying the country’s leaders as corrupt and out of touch with the population’s needs

persisted. Among the content identified were claims in_ Russian media outlets, also detected in Spanish on
digital platforms, alleging that Anastasia Fedorova, the wife of the defense minister, had purchased a €26

million superyacht, as well as claims that a Cézanne painting previously stolen from an Italian museum had

appeared in Volodymyr Zelensky’s office. This content also circulated in countries such as Spain and

Argentina.

Content was also disseminated portraying the European Union as hostile toward Ukrainian refugees. These
included claims that the EU had decided to “tighten controls” on Ukrainians entering Europe, that European
countries were carrying out mass dismissals of Ukrainian workers, or that thousands of refugees from Ukraine
would be left homeless. These narratives distorted measures or statements, such as those made by an Irish
minister, to project an image of rejection toward Ukrainian refugees. The EU also featured prominently in
content seeking to portray its Member States as weakened or as actors preparing for aggression. A post
falsely claiming that Emmanuel Macron had declared Arabic an official language of France, which received
more than 2,500 likes, portrayed the country as incapable of controlling its domestic policy. Other messages
claimed that France and Germany had begun preparing for war with Russia and were banning men from
leaving their countries. However, these claims distorted regulations that are not currently in force in Germany

and have neither been implemented nor are planned in France.

Spain
In Spain, disinformation targeting figures in Ukraine’s political and leadership circles was identified, including

the aforementioned claim regarding the alleged purchase of a superyacht by the wife of Ukraine’s defense

minister.
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https://www.delfi.lt/news/melo-detektorius/melas/kremliaus-provokacine-strategija-visa-kalte-suvercia-besiginanciai-lietuvai-120258432
https://www.delfi.lt/news/melo-detektorius/melas/ukrainai-i-lietuva-siunciant-karinius-specialistus-nauja-kremliui-palanki-melo-lavina-120260760
https://web.archive.org/web/20260630121204/https://www.facebook.com/login/?next=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fpermalink.php%3Fstory_fbid%3Dpfbid02up3WMzPXPQZ442SYPrxmBAym7cwTrQt7VF2wpasijRoSpnYCcKPZfw2bkcidS3P6l%26id%3D61587430200682
https://web.archive.org/web/20260630121552/https://www.facebook.com/plugins/post.php?href=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Ferika.svencioniene%2Fposts%2Fpfbid0dtEi85dDaegxz1XxvMcKMfcXvBJPPRBRnM8LL8RE8Wt1ajejthaU1r1ehoyFs5VDl
https://tass.ru/politika/27279897litika/27279897
https://archive.li/GDX2L
https://archive.ph/DY5j1
https://archive.ph/SZMcD
https://www.stopfake.org/uk/fejk-u-krayinah-yes-pochali-masovo-zvilnyati-ukrayintsiv/
https://archive.is/zdpjB
https://www.stopfake.org/uk/manipulyatsiya-u-yevropi-tisyachi-ukrayinskih-bizhentsiv-zalishatsya-bez-zhitla/
https://www.stopfake.org/uk/manipulyatsiya-u-yevropi-tisyachi-ukrayinskih-bizhentsiv-zalishatsya-bez-zhitla/
https://archive.is/bTL8p
https://archive.ph/xkrua
https://www.stopfake.org/uk/fejk-frantsiya-ta-nimechchina-rozpochali-pidgotovku-do-vijni-z-rosiyeyu-cholovikam-zaboronili-viyizd/
https://archive.li/GDX2L
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A campaign attributed to Operation Storm-1516 was also detected: social media posts shared both alink to a
website impersonating the Israeli new r Haaretz and a video claiming that Ukraine was seeking Israel’s

assistance “to locate a private jet carrying 800 kg of gold, cash, and a corruption suspect linked to Zelensky.”
Haaretz itself denied having published such an article, and the website is no longer available. The false claim
that the woman who stole champagne and wine following a shooting during the White House Correspondents’
Dinner was Ukraine’s ambassador to the United States also received more than 80,000 views, with a

proposed but non-visible Community Note.

Latin America

Argentina

During the monitoring period, an increase was observed in disinformation content across the region related to
narratives that had already been detected elsewhere, primarily in Europe. This was the case with new
messages circulating within Argentina’s information ecosystem claiming that Ukraine was attacking civilians.
This shift may have been facilitated by X’s automatic translation feature, which has expanded the reach of
posts into regions where other languages are spoken. In addition, the seventh anniversary of Zelensky’s
presidency saw an increase in content focusing on his time in office and the absence of elections due to the
state of emergency.

Colombia

A video posted on Facebook by a Colombian account showing Vladimir Putin shaking hands with Russian
soldiers, while subtitles described him as “a true leader,” received more than 156,000 likes. The footage was
used to portray Putin in a positive light by emphasizing his interaction with military personnel. Posts were also
identified across several social media platforms from accounts encouraging Latin Americans to join the

Russian army by promoting salaries and employment benefits.
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https://open.clemson.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1009&context=mfh_ci_reports
https://web.archive.org/web/20260527105922/https://haaretz24.com/
https://archive.li/fmq0j
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/security-aviation/2026-06-02/ty-article/.premium/fake-haaretz-site-pushes-bogus-ukraine-gold-story-and-goes-viral/0000019e-886f-da5c-a9bf-df6fa9630000
https://archive.li/aqAJh
https://archive.ph/XBjrX
https://mvau.lt/media/4df1a311-8a48-46db-8509-bbc3278689b6
https://archive.ph/yzMJa
https://archive.ph/imaS9
https://archive.ph/3LiZe
https://www.tiktok.com/@convocatorias_rusia
https://archive.ph/QKdDn
https://archive.ph/QKdDn
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Mexico

The disinformation detected continued to be highly tailored to the regional context. Russia’s Foreign
Intelligence Service (SVR) published a press release under the headline “Kyiv Is Intensifying lts Cooperation
with Mexico’s Leading Drug Cartels,” which was subsequently circulated by Russian news agencies and
media outlets in Mexico. Messages claiming that Zelensky was “chasing drug trafficking money,” “as if the €90
billion from EU taxpayers were not enough,” were also amplified across multiple digital platforms,

accumulating more than 124,000 views.

Venezuela

According to the Venezuelan organization Cazadores de Fake News, the specialized state teams that had
previously transformed geopolitical propaganda into highly manipulative viral campaigns on platforms such as
TikTok and X remain completely dismantled. Without these computational propaganda cells, which
coordinated the creation of false information and fabricated multimedia content, narratives have been reduced

to basic, passive press releases. This was the case with coverage of the biolaboratories in Ukraine.

During the reporting period, the Russian Embassy in Venezuela also delivered a lecture at the International
University of Communications in Caracas aimed at promoting its geopolitical narrative through the control of
historical discourse. The Russian delegation presented its perspective on the manipulation of collective
consciousness, using reinterpretations of the “Great Patriotic War” (the Second World War) and the current
crisis in Ukraine, including the events in Bucha, as case studies in global information warfare. This provides an

example of the Kremlin’s strategy of legitimizing its narratives through academic institutions.
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https://archive.is/FdYQx#selection-1041.9-1041.99
https://verificado.com.mx/red-rusa-narrativa-colaboracion-ucrania-cartel/
https://archive.is/Z1NWW
https://archive.is/hSN6P
https://archive.is/WcG5b
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Information about the project

This report is part of the ATAFIMI project. Through the creation of a pioneering technological tool for the
study of FIMI (Foreign Information Manipulation and Interference) and cross-border disinformation
campaigns, the system centralizes and serves as a repository for disinformation content detected in the
participating countries. The use of acommon methodology allows the identification of cross-border
disinformation campaigns, as well as the narratives that circulate simultaneously in Europe and Latin
America.

The following organizations take part in the project: Fundacién Maldita.es (Spain), StopFake (Ukraine),
Delfi (Lithuania), Myth Detector (Georgia), Zasto ne (Bosnia and Herzegovina), RasKRIKavanje and
FakeNews Tragac (Serbia), Chequeado (Argentina), La Silla Vacia (Colombia), Verificado.mx (Mexico),
and Cazadores de Fake News (Venezuela).
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